a rectangular shape, suggesting frozen grimaces.
Such facial expressions are by no means a strange
occurrence in Rashid Johnson’s work, since they are
based on the widely exhibited series Anxious Men,
where the artist carved abstracted faces in black wax
applied on white tiles. The artist has stated that this
series was his response to the geopolitical and social
events at the time, including the political uncertainty
during the presidential election in the USA in 2016.%°

Johnson has used ceramic tiles in his works
before, but in Broken Men, he began to use it in the
form of shattered pieces, putting them together to
reveal a mosaic. Johnson says that he was inspired
by the streets in Barcelona and the Miré Museum
there." In the previous Anxious Men series, the act
of building the work was very different: Carving
the faces in hardening wax was a very intuitive and

brisk act.”? Producing a work using small pieces of
tiles is a much slower and more deliberate process.
Johnson comments that in the mosaics: “the image is
born in the surface, not applied to it.”"?

Rashid Johnson acquired the tiles from a factory
in Italy. He says: “I don‘t need to make my own tile
colors because I am not invested in inventing new
things in the world—I am interested in combining
things that exist in the world, giving them new
characteristics based on the relationships they gain
through combination.”**

The ceramic busts are an additional way to
develop the idea of the anxious and broken men into
the field of sculpture, inspired by his own shea butter
sculptures. The busts are intended to be exhibited with
inserted plants, which is emphasized by the organic
and soil-like form of the busts themselves."

In conversation with Nicola Erni, Johnson described
the busts as a kind of totem, not only because of the
visual similarities. As they are habitats for plants, the
water they are given brings them back to life: “These
Broken Men (...) are broken and we cannot unbreak
them. That doesn’t mean we can’t grow, experience

beauty, see the world through fresh, optimistic eyes

(...).7e




Untitled Bust, 2018
Kiln fired clay with glaze
31x26x20.5cm

Untitled Bust, 2018
Kiln fired clay with glaze
44.5x30.5x 28 cm

Untitled Broken Men, 2018
Ceramic tile, mirror tile, spray enamel, oil stick, black soap, wax
126.5x95.5x 5.5 cm




